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PART VII
Farm Marketing and Level of Living
Location for Marketing

Skamania County ie located en primery cross-state and transcontinental
routes of rall, vehioular and waterborne transportation, These facilities
utilize the natural low gap of the Columbia River through the Cascade Mountains
barrier, The county is in close proximity 4o the Pertland (Oregon) marketing
area and is in a competitive location with other Washington regions selling in
‘the larger cities of the Pacific Northwest or nationally. In general, Skamania
County farm products, both perishable and semi-perdshable, must be moved %o
distant terminale and processing centers, Yocal population is relatively small
and production of livestock, livestock products and fruit far exceeds local
consumer needa,

Besause of ite proximity to the Portland metropolitan area, which includes
Vancouver, Washington, a major shave of Skamsnia's commercial farm products
are moved to this cenier for wholesaling or processing, Being nsar the fruit
growing reglons of the Hood River Valley, Oregon and White Salmon Valley in
adjacent Kiickitat County, Weshington, most of its commercial fruit production
is Bhippadthr g It asgembly noin 1] 0

-

Washington, Farmlands and orchards of Southern Skamaris County are within S0
%o 75 miles of Portland by truck, rail and water and are less than 20 miles
%o Hood River, Oregon, by highway and a bridge across the Columbia River,

‘rransgor‘hation Facsilities

Transportation facilities are modern and include truck, rail, river
Vessels and barges, Franchished and licensed truck carriers and agricultural
axempl carriers are available for freighting of animals, feeds, dairy and
poultry products and fruit, Truecks and improved highways along the Columbia
River Gorge have lessened distance and time in reaching Portland, Vancouver,
Hood River and the Yakima Valley, Shippers and haulers of farm products use
Us S, Highways 830 and 30 along the Columbia River, Highway 830 is on the
Washington side leading to Vancouver and Portland to the west and to the
Yakima Valley to the east, Highway 30 is on the Oregon shore of the Columbia
leading to Portland and esstward to Boise, Salt Lake City and Denver, Righways
30 and 830 are connected by two toll bridges in the Skamania County sector of
the Columbia River Gorge.

While northern Skamania County is largely an unpopulated mountainous
region with only a few roads huilt for forest access, the southern populated
strip along the Columbia River has a good road network making nearly all farme
accessible by trucks, According to recent reports of the Washington State
Council for Highway Research, Skamania County has 79 miles of surfaced road
and 1i6 miles of gravelled road suitsble for sgricultural marketing., In recent
years there has been a trend toward more truck-hauling of major commodities
. gach as livestock, hay, fruit and sawlogs,

Rail service for regional and national marketing particulariy of fruit is
available by two lines, The Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railway -crossea
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Skamania County betwsen Vancouver, Pasco and Spokane and cornects with two
other transcontinental lines at Portland and Spokane, This line is used for
fruit and forest products shipping and has mumercue sidings for loading within
the counsy. Fruit shippers also .use the faoilities of Union Pacific Railway
whose transcontinental mainline between Portland and Chicago runs along the
Oregon eide of the Columbia River, Most farms in Skamania County-are within
20 miles of a railway,

-

Water transpgriation on the Columbia River has:bsen improved by -locks at
Bonneville Dam, Boat and barge service for forest products and other bulky
shipments is available at river landings. Shipping facilities down-river te
Vancouver, Portland and Longview and up-river to Pasco and Part Walla.Walla
are operated by Columbia-Snake River Towing Company and Inland Navigation

_ ;-I’été.}: Value of Farm Prc;duc‘
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t8 Sold 4n 195k: - $767120 -

[}

.. Pigure 13.- Sources of Cash Income, Skamanisd Courity Farns, 1954 .

’ _ Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture.

’ -Fax‘m'@_:rqés’ Iricbmg: _Va]_ue' p_f_ Products Sold

s P

Cénsis of Agriculture data on the value of farm products sold ‘show that
‘the trand of gross farm income has been upward'in recent years, , A1l Skamania

* - County -farms marketed -products worth $787,120 in 195k compared with $L39,590

4n 1949, Anmal returns to farmers for fruit, livestock, poultry and forest
products increased 79 percent simeé 1549. Off-farm'sales were incréased conw
siderably in fruit and farest products in this period of expanding .agricule

‘tural farketing, Skamania County producers not onl'y" received higher prices

£}
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but increased their volume of production and sales, Total value of marketed

farm products ranks Skamania thirtyeseventh among Washington eounties, Farm

income 18 heavily based on fruit, particularly pears, In 195h4, 55 percent of
farm income wes derived from fruit, Forest products from farms agcounted for
over 16 parcent, Iivestock, dairy products and poultry and other crops wers

secondary in value, accounting for lees than 10 percent sach.

Skamania County is an area of medium to low farm income and most of the
farmers are on a noncommercial basis of operation, Sales of farm products and
farm inoomes vary by different types and sizes of farms, Only 71 {or about
one-third of the county's 240 farms) are classified as commercial farms selling
products worth over $250 per year, There are only ten farms that sold products
worth more than $10,000 curing 1954, The largest group of commercial farms
were those whose sales were from $2,500 to $5,000, Low income farms with
product sales of less than $2,500 nunbered 173, In this group of lar income
farme were 148 part-time and residential type farms opsrated on a noncammere
clal basis with sales less than $250,

Marketing Fruit = Pears, Apples, Peaches, Berries

" Fruit is the leading commercial erop of Skamania Ceunty, accounting for
about 55 percent of total sales off farms, In 1954 fruit walued at over
$435,000 was shipped or sold locally, Most of this was shipped by 20 orchard
growers located in the Underwood district and along the Columbia River,
D'Anjou and Bartlett pears were the main fruit shipped to fresh market wholge
salers and to processors, Pear shipments from Skamania County via shipping
points in Bingen, Washington and Hood River, Oregon were 40 rail carloads in
the 195859 season, Nearly all pears are shipped by rail to a reglonal and
national market.

Tablo 2li4= Orops Marketed From Skamania County Farms, 195k

Amount Receivei Percent A1l

Type of Crop Sold ?%oFam:z;a Crops Sold
Fruit and Nub Crops (pears, peaches,
apples, berries, filberts $L3k, 8L, 9647
Field Crops (hay, grain, sesds) 9,379 2,0
Vegetables (apparagus, sweet corn,
green peas and beans) : 3,032 o7
Hortioultural Specialties (flowers,
plants, shrubs) \ 2,185 b
Total amount received by farmers s
for cash crops $LL9, 137 . 100,0

Sources U,S, Census, Agriculture

Other fruit shipments in recent years include peaches and apples, Through
appembly points at Bingen and Hood River and directly to processors at Vane -
couver and in the Yakima Valley, Skamania fruit growers shipped 21 carloads of
peaches and 15 carloads of apples in a recent orop year, B
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: and to handlers in Vancouver and Portland, & small production of 3,000 to
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‘Minpr quantities of other tree fruits,.nuis and bdrries are sold -locally

. nﬁﬂ nfmnda of £41bhanrt ruts and i.m'f'fm‘l‘n n'.we hardled throuch grower coupsr-
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a‘bive& in Vancouvea. and Portiunde Berriese gsold locally and to a canning and
freezing cuoperative in Tanccuver and bo other shippers and processors in the
Columbia River region include annual sales of abput 50,000 peunds of straye

barries. Gn 000 nounds of blackberries. 1.000 noundg of raspherries and h{‘) 000
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pounds. of boysenberriesc Berry and nut sales -vary: considerahly because of
variable yields.and- weather conditions from year to year, Berry'acreage

~ capable of cammereial sales: approximated 65 acres in l95h ard the sales of 20

. ErOWars: amrnmmn‘i'nr! £15.000.
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- .. Vancouver,- Portland and other points 1n northwestern Oregon.has apprbximated

about $3,000 annmually in recent years, From thres to ten.growers with.a total
of 15 0 20 acres have participated in commercial vegebable marketing,
Asparagus production from I acres hag beea the most important Adtem 86ld.  Small

shipmeuts o pracessors and fresh market handlers of green beans, peas, sweel
corn. a.ud tomatoes are mimx' aalas '.items‘ c ,oets

o Marke'bmg Hav and Gra:’m Crons ) - R A '.' 

t

Lacal tz'ade in hay and grain involved 8ales of over. $9,000 during 195k,

Baled al:t‘ali‘a and..clover~timoihy were the major feed .crops gold, In 195k

thers, were seven growers selling a %otal of 135 tons o alfs’fa with a market

. walue-of aboub $3,300, There were seven growers who gold 175 tons of clover

and timothy hay worth $2,700, In addition there were about 100 tons ¢f wild
grass worth $1,500 and 700 bushels of wheat, barley and oats worth $1,400 sold
locally for feed. Nermally, eight :growers ox more make,sales of feed e:rains
to local cattle i‘eeders and pou‘i.try farms,, . R,

[

Marketing Cattlej Hcgs and Slmaep e e _—

o uales of 1tve animala for slaughter and for stockers and feedérs totaled
nearly $77,000 in 1954 and made up aboat 10 percent of the countyts farm
econény. Cattle and calves were the major itemay bringing $46,4L40 for dairy
cullssand beef: cattle .and $15,140 for dairy vedlers-and young beef stock,
There were 95 farms reporting sales 'of ‘cattle and’ ealves for the yoar, Hoge
were second in livéstock marketing, In 1954 thers were 21 farms wuich made a
total sale of Lk head of hogs with a total velue of $13,300, Sales of sheep
and hprses were of minor importance, Most Skamania livestock are Droceased
in Pertland and Vanoouver. . “ e . _

Civestook marketing has -several patterns that may vary from ‘year-to year.
In re::ent years more -stockmen have.been .hauling their own snimals to terminal
and commnity auction yards and there is less selling direct off farms to
eoyntry buyers of seat packing farmss, Truck lots are often taken to terminal

. auotion yards-in Portlend, - Some producers use the licensed. community amuction
yard -at Vancouver-as a pomt -of sale or h,aul to Hood River or The Dallee‘ in

Oregan, ..
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Table 25.= Livestook and Livestoc
e . Skamania County, 1954

it Products Marketed -

Quantity -

Amount Recaived

Class of Livestock -
o Products Sold - ' Merketed ' By Farmers
Dairy Products
WhOle nilites - - 1,6]5.,9?1 .lbs'. ' $ 65 ,809
Buttorfatescamans ——eaw 20,372 1bs, 11
- . Total all dairy products S 77,
- Poultry and poultry produste - ‘ | o o
Y 13T S simmemmssmmseee | 21,085 birds' |  § 16,160
FggBmemmcocemmnestmmnncncneaenanes | 85,843 dozén | . 36,760
Turkéys, ducks, geggteweconsmmminmman | 37 bixrds | 130.
- Total: all poultry and products ' | e $ 53,350
‘Animels gold alive . : L ‘, Cy
. Cattlereesemivoaxs wemencmonnen | 0 192 head {  § 46,439
- Calves ommesiommammanaemeneee | 29l head- | . . 15,142
- Hoga and Pigs"""'--.-.-r---~-~-'°,*¢--—v.-f-~ bl head 13,’318
o Shsep and 181!!b80f-~--,-,-_~5~ ------ - - . 120 hsad | - - 1’635
- Horses and mules - Shead | - "
., _Total all animals sold alive - ). $ 76,
Other livestock and livestock e - RIS
products sold-wwecmemevoncone R 8§ S5u
Total amount received for livestock o
and livestock producioseecemceramnnmnn $207,795

o o Spureé; U, 8, Census, _Amciu'lture'
Marketing ﬁaiz&'mmcts ‘ o o

-Abot 30 commercial dairy farms marketed milk and eream ip Skamania
County in the 1954 Census year, Most.marketings fulfill local- btuying By
fluid milk distribtutors and dairy plants selling in White Salmon, Bingen,
Stevanson and North Bonneville, There is-some excess milk available fof fiuid
distribution and processing in the Portland and Vaneouver metropolitan area.

A dairy plant in White Salmon is an important outlet. Census enumerations
showed that milk and cream shleg bo dairy plants off farms exeseded §77,000 in
1954, making up about 10 percent of all farm marketings. Since 1949, Skamania
.Gairymen have decreased slightly inm mumbers, but the dairy product marketings,
both in volume and value of milk andcream, hive inoreased by about 300,000
pounds and $10,000 in value on a yearly basis, Commercial dairy farmg rew
maining have increased sizes of herds, milk edw produstivity and, tms, "

v

output of fluid milk, i, ‘ )
, Merkoting Poultyy and Egas . . - -

. About 50 farms meported marketing poultry or eggs in the Census of 195L
with marketings fotaling over $53,000, Bggé wers ‘gold for local constimption
and Yo packaging plante in the Vancouver: district, being the mdst’ important

-

eommercial product from poultry farms, Therd weére L3 farms -shipping. eggs and

g

¥
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- -~ ohitkensy amounting to abeut $16,000 Tor™ ths year,
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L8 it Skemanta County, Washingbon = . _ .. . .. .

total returms: for the @amhé"ybhr' were $35,760, " Soms’ of 'the larger producers
. ff fggs a};‘e gatrons of the Washington Cooperative Farmers! Association and
NOTW NIvAfMIATA 2rama vundad wmd scsalond ol Alaceae b dbo Mo _AaA___0_  _m_ __k X
e pooxr BROCUCYNE Wers, graded ana markated hrough-the-Cocperatlve’s-plant ab
7 Brush Fiairis, near. Vancouvér, Washington, Live .ohickens wers. sold by 30

i

'farms and one farm specialized in fryer chickens, total sales for all live

e
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- . In recent years, forest products frem -farmer-owned woodlands have beceme
a \_?A"\lﬁ]\1ﬂ nart af Qlramamdna Nanmberfil Bosend carm oomecames % Woene . oow dBlai_icat b 4L
SAESIAT PV Vi VAQHGISE VURHVY O CARMTILTE ®CONWNY e HeX9, 'AS TOrougnout e
unglgg Liv f;org,st';bea_,tg_qf western_Waghington, the fexm forest orop of sawlogs,
g:izgﬁgg_i, p:iegihpoqu‘éﬁ,rewood,'cmm&ﬁraes. gnd other minor products hes
¢ N value, . ) A
SE heorly 8130 956 1 o0y Sold to nille and-used on. founs mounted to & value
S o, WAV VUL Al 4704y VIE COUNGY . TRNALNE LiVD a0l VN0 Buave, NAJOT 1GENS
. are sawloge and pulpwood 801d to Columbia River mille .and poles and posts and
gome firewood sold to faymers and handlers along the wivéer and in central
cagtern Washington, Truckers uéifg the Columbia River Uorge highways often
purchasi commerodsl ledds of wood prodiots fér markets in the ioterior of the
stata, " Not emmeratéd by the Constis aré Christias trse shipments, forest tree
seéda and cascara bark, which have beén of incredsing commercial value, - .
Census data indicate that about ené-fifth of Skamania Goupty's.farms are mare
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Firewood and fuelwood outeesscamemn| 77 872 oords ..
Fence posts cutemeemweamoweemceemea ! 15 Cf 715178 poste | -

. Sawlogs and veneer 1ogs Cutwmeecmaa) . . 5,623 M.bdy ft.
- 2’ Pulpwoodl catawemiel cnbumannmihdiaen | Sl 250 ‘doxds. L L L.,
=+Total valoe of farm forest productg| S soe T e
- v Sold and usedion the farmes-iodcl| S T 14329,86¢ : .
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speeafiad Farm Expenditures; Farm:OperationiCostg i~ © i /i
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.. : Skamania Gounty farmers who-weporbed espeaditures in 195} epeirt “3321;!;‘9 388

el

.. for -8ix mejor types of serviceg-and goods used in erep and livestock préductions
~0361  Iarming -expense wag for poultyry:-and livestdek feed,  -Therd were 216 farms
tuying. foed, .and total costs were $176;L55, averaging $817 per farm, Hired
ldbor used in fruit and berry harvesting end ether farm operations was the
g?iond_lﬁ.‘rg‘est expense, Ihere were 65 farms using hirad labor at an average

- Gof or wyly per farm, and total costs paid out in wages end bard snd Foon
.amounted to $26,935, Heavy reliance on fawm machinery and trucks requirved a

. kotal.expenditure of $17,450 for gasoline and vil Wivided Smong 111 farma,

. -jgivl;npgrad_tw;l.t,h 19_&2 coels for: feed, labor and other items, 6utlays in 195 were

greaver because.of advancefl in prices for goods and for wages, W Servibing and

3 .

supplyipg Skamania County.ls: 240 farms 18 ‘an important basis-uf Yocal businese
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in North Bonneville, Stevenson and Whita Salmon, -This farm trade area is a
market for over $244,000 worth of services and supplies each year,
' . Table 27, Speéiﬁed Farm Expenditures in 195L, Skamania County.

s

~ Type of { FParms Expenditure of | Average
Expenditure Reportin all Farms Per.Farm
thhine-hirs.....a......oo.... oo 75' $ 15,1b5‘ ’ $202000
v Hired laborbbeaotoc'ooaaooouoo 65 26}935 hlhooo ‘
. Feed for livestock and ponliry 216 | 176,455 . 817,00
Gasoline, petroleum fuel & .0il | 111 17,490 157450
cﬁmmgrcj-al fer‘bilizer'o weecsose | 50 5’ 81.0 116 uOO
Lime and lﬁning materialBesecs R 5 - 2 550 “510000
) Tﬁtal production Cco5b8aeicenva $2HE,3E§ o

Source: U, S. Census, Aﬁriéulture

Ag‘ricultui'alv Income Compared to Other Insome Sources

. . On the basls of income and wage earning, Skamania's population is indus-
trial and nonagricultural in characteristics, A study published in 1954 has
shoun that income derived from net profits in agriculture is relatively amall
in Skamania County.. In total county income, estimated to total $6,783,000 in
1952, agriculture returned a net of only $1f10,000 according to a Washington
State College study, In ten categories of income sources from wages, property
end investments, agriculture accounted for slightly over one percent, Among
elght major cccupations agriculture ranked last, Lumbsr and other manuface
turlng provides over two~fifths of all inceme, Work in government services
such as Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Bonneville Power Administration and
state and county agencles was second, providing 17 percent of all income re~
celved by the resident population, Agriculture has been gaining in value of
income returns, but its rank in the county economy declined slightly between
1950 and 1953, - .

Table.'2'-8;,-'- Types and Souroes of Income 1950-1952,’Slcamania County 1/

Type and Source ~ Income in Dollars by Years Pe:;ﬁgno;gg: ogeggtsmty
of Income 50" S GL5) 1552 1950 | 1951 ] 1952
Agriculture $ - 83,0001 70,000(§ BkL,000 1.5 1.1 1,2
Construction 102,000 76,000 140,000 ] 1.8 1.2 2,1
Governmery 783,000 1,035,000] 2,150,000 | 13,9 | 16.3| 16,9
Manufacturing 2,134,000) 2,778,000| 2,880,000 { 38.5| L3.8| 42,5
Service | 301,000 291,000| 319,000 | 5.3] Le6| k7
Transportation, 4 4
Communication oo
and .Utilities 397,000 L27,000] L8L,000{ 7.0] 6.7] 7Tal
- Trade : 532,000| 559,000{ 542,000{ 9.4| B8.8) 8,0
Miscellaneous 79,000{ * 54,000 51,000] 1.4 9 o8
t1;br¢apert.3,r Income 1.%9,000 ghs,ooo 16;96,000 ?.'lé 7.2 ;.i
her Income:- : 780,000 12,000 37,000 13, . 20 o,
Total $5. 666,000 $5, 347 ,0001$8, 763,000 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0

1/ John A, Guthrie and Stanley E, Boyle, County Income Payments in Washington,
19501952, Pullman, Wash, Washington State College, Bulletin No. 25.
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Level of Living on Skamania County Farms

l)

Skamania County farm families were above the natiocnal average but below
the state average in levels or standards of living in 1950, Average farm
family net income was $2,280 compared with a state average of $2,380., Iso~
lated ard small part.~'bime or low income farmes in mountainocus distrizts reduced

tha courtv averace below the average for all farms in the stale, In the com-

FELMY S|YSSGpT STLY WHiew W v Rrears i umna

mercial farming distriots, however, such as in the lower White Salmon Valley
and near the Columbia River, farm incomes and living levels are equal to or
above the state average, In Skamania County, rural electrical service reaches
all farm homes, but lower income farms are below the state average in use of
electrical appliancesa Only about one-third of farms are using te}.ephona
service and standards of farm home plumbing are slightly below the state aver=-
age, In 1950 the index of farm family living levels was 122 for all farms in
the Unitied States, The level for all farms in Washington State was 154 and

for all farms in Skamania County it was 130,

On the whole, farm pecple such as those in Skamania Courty have not ene
Joyed a level of living as high as eity people. Farm incomes measured in
dollars received for labor or gooda sold averaga lower than urban incomes.

City people 2lso have readily available more conveniences. Decause of iso-
lation and widely scattered locations of homes it is more difficult for farmers
to e:et electrical. talanhona. sewer, Minning water and even highway aervice.

vide fo all rural residents, partieularly in mounta:.nous areas., In umerous

Table 29.~ Indices of Level of Living of Skamania County Farm
Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages

-Percentage of total farm families with listed
Index Items . index items
Um.ted States | Washington | bkamanie Gounty
Farm Family Level-cf~Iiving 12 15l 130
Median Income per Family | $1,567 $2,380 $2,280
Electricity 78,3¢% 92.5% 106,08
Electric #ob Water Heater i7.h 49,1 31.4
Electric Washing Machine 58,7 . B854h 87.9
Home Freeners 12,1 T 1S 20,9
Mech, Refrigerators 62,7 77akt 6202
Telephone 38,2 5745 2742
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing 23.8 70.4 60,8
gentral Hoating 18,1 17,8 T 2060
Houses with More than Ome :

Person per Room 22,3 15,7 1ok
Automobiles 63,0 7746 81,6
Travezl 10 Miles or More o

to Trading Center Zi.h 20,5 3L

Source: Walter L, Slocum and Oarol L. Stone, The Farm People of
Washington at Mid-Century, State College of Washington,
* Washington Apric, Exp, Stations, Bulletin 557, February
1955, Pullman, Washington,
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cases, incomes in some regions are too low for farmers to put in their own
electrical, water and other service conveniences which people living in come

pact city neighborhoods take for granted.
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Fruit, livestock, dairy and poultry farms in the valley lcwlands of
southern Skamanla County eontribute to the local and state economy. While

minor in the entire county economy, agrieculture is an i mportant supplementary °

wesEas B BRSNS TRVIILEINV 5 o =Tl w e vianatd DI AT s A Viad F

occupation for families employed in lumbéring, commerce and government service,
Increasing use 1s being made of the limited amount of cropland in this moun-
tainous county of the southern Washington Cascades, Fruit growing, famm
forestry and livestock raising have advanced, Farms in this scenic region of

forests; volecanic mountaing and the Columbia River Gorge stand as monuments to
early and recent pioneers who have chosen to live an agricultural way of life,

L4




